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Care Act, Judy was able to afford 
health insurance. She was able to sleep 
more easily knowing that she was no 
longer just one bad illness or accident 
away from total financial ruin. 

I am sorry to report that Bart 
Ellefritz is leaving my office again 
next month. He is off on another great 
challenge. He will be working for CTA, 
the Chicago Transit Authority, one of 
the largest transit systems in the 
world, in one of the greatest cities in 
the world. 

I want to thank Bart publicly for the 
countless ways in which he has helped 
me and, more importantly, helped the 
people of Illinois. 

I also want to thank Bart’s wife, Ash-
ley, and their son, Charley, who is just 
21 months old, for sharing Bart with 
the people of Illinois. 

Bart and Ashley are what some folks 
in Washington refer to as a mixed mar-
riage. 

Ashley Messick was working as as-
sistant secretary of the Senate Repub-
lican caucus, helping Senator MCCON-
NELL run the Senate floor, when she 
and Bart met. 

Bart was sharing a house in Wash-
ington with some other young profes-
sionals—one of whom happened to be a 
close friend of Ashley’s. They met at 
the house, and hit it off immediately. 

I also want to thank Bart’s parents, 
Keith and Terri Ellefritz, for raising 
two wonderful sons. Their other son, 
Bart’s brother Ben, is a minister. 

Keith and Terri raised their two boys 
in west central Illinois, in a town 
called Carthage, population 2,605. 

Bart played on his high school foot-
ball team, the Carthage Blueboys, in 
1998, the year they won the State foot-
ball championship. 

Keith and Terri Ellefritz raised their 
boys to have big hearts and small-town 
values. 

Somewhere along the way, Bart also 
developed a passion for traveling, 
meeting new people, and seeing the 
world through their eyes. 

He has visited all seven Wonders of 
the World. 

He took 3 months off after he left the 
Department of Transportation to hike 
through sub-Saharan Africa. He ended 
that trip in Tanzania, where Ashley 
met up with him and together, they 
climbed more than 19,000 feet to the 
top of Mount Kilimanjaro. 

Bart once took his mom skydiving in 
Australia. 

This past October he spent 2 weeks 
hiking in Ethiopia. 

When Charley was born 21 months 
ago, his parents got him a passport, 
along with his birth certificate. At 7 
months old, Charley got his passport 
stamped for the first time—for a trip to 
Colombia, South America. 

Bart Ellefritz pours his whole heart 
into whatever he does, whether he is 
riding a camel in the desert, spending 
time with Ashley and Charley, or lis-
tening to people of my State and help-
ing to solve problems. And he is almost 
always smiling. 

In closing, I want to thank Bart 
again for the great skill, caring, and 
tenacity he has always brought to his 
job as a member of my staff, and I want 
to wish him the best of luck as he be-
gins his next professional adventure 
with CTA in Chicago. 
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TRIBUTE TO PAUL DETTMAN 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, after dec-
ades of committed service to the im-
portant cause of providing public hous-
ing for those in need, Paul Dettman is 
retiring this month as executive direc-
tor of the Burlington Housing Author-
ity. 

Throughout Paul’s career, he has 
worked tirelessly in the field of public 
service. Public housing has not been a 
fashionable cause for many years, and 
our communities have certainly seen 
the effects of this sometimes forgotten 
priority. Paul Dettman was never de-
terred by these attitudes, however, and 
has been dedicated to finding creative 
solutions to provide for our most vul-
nerable friends and neighbors. 

Paul’s leadership has resulted in a se-
ries of public-private partnerships and 
innovative initiatives have helped revi-
talize communities across the Green 
Mountain State. Before joining the 
Burlington Housing Authority as its 
executive director in November 1995, 
Paul served for many years with the 
Vermont State Housing Authority. It 
was here that Paul created the State’s 
first lead hazard reduction program, 
which now stands as a model for pro-
viding families of all incomes with safe 
housing. 

Since the beginning of Paul’s tenure 
at Burlington Housing Authority 20 
years ago, Vermont’s oldest and largest 
municipally based housing authority, 
the organization has grown vastly in 
size and scope. The Burlington Housing 
Authority has taken on new develop-
ment projects, improved homebuyer 
education, and negotiated critical 
agreements to prevent homelessness in 
recent years. Under Paul’s direction, 
the Burlington Housing Authority has 
upheld a strong mission to support all 
residents, including refugees, those in 
transition, or in need of long-term sup-
portive services. 

Paul’s commitment also resulted in a 
critical partnership with another local 
organization, Women Helping Battered 
Women, to create Sophie’s Place. To-
gether, these two organizations devised 
a plan to provide victims of domestic 
violence easier access to public housing 
subsidies so that they could move di-
rectly from violent homes into safe 
transitional housing. This solution si-
multaneously eased suffering, stream-
lined services, and saved money. This 
program now functions as a key com-
ponent of the local economic justice 
and housing plans and serves as a 
model for valuable partnerships in my 
home State. This program is only one 
of many that I could provide as ref-
erence to Paul’s great work in Bur-
lington and beyond. 

Like his many colleagues and friends, 
I know that the Burlington Housing 
Authority and the greater housing 
community will miss Paul’s expertise, 
spirit, and compassion. Marcelle and I 
extend our best wishes as Paul begins 
his retirement after a long and distin-
guished career. I surely hope that Paul 
will take time to enjoy one of his 
greatest hobbies in the years ahead— 
sugarmaking among the sweet 
sugarbush. 

Paul Dettman’s standard of distinc-
tion should be an inspiration to others, 
just as it has been to the city of Bur-
lington and the State of Vermont. 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 
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VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I was 
unable to vote today on three amend-
ments to the Energy and Water Devel-
opment Appropriations bill, H.R. 2028. 

Had I been present, I would have 
voted yes on Senator MERKLEY’s 
amendment No. 3812, to provide addi-
tional funding for wind energy 
projects, and yes on Senator REID’s 
amendment No. 3805, to fund water 
conservation programs in the Colorado 
River Basin. 

Lastly, I would have voted no on Sen-
ator FLAKE’s amendment No. 3820, as it 
decreases funding for Army Corps of 
Engineers construction projects, which 
include flood and storm damage reduc-
tion, shore protection, and ecosystem 
restoration projects that are vital to 
numerous areas in Virginia.∑ 
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AMENDMENT NO. 3202 TO THE EN-
ERGY POLICY MODERNIZATION 
BILL 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I am 
very pleased with the Senate’s show of 
support for the Isakson-Bennet amend-
ment, which was a modified version of 
the Sensible Accounting to Value En-
ergy Act. We have been working on 
this bill together for more than five 
years. 

The SAVE Act simply creates a vol-
untary program to encourage people to 
include energy efficiency in the pur-
chase price of a new or existing home. 
It allows sellers the option of providing 
a HUD-qualified energy efficiency re-
port to prospective buyers who are ap-
plying for a home mortgage. If that 
loan is backed by FHA, the energy effi-
ciency of the home and the cost of a 
borrower’s future energy bills will be 
taken into account by the mortgage 
lender. 

Builders and manufacturers are con-
stantly creating new energy efficient 
products and features, but the en-
hanced value and energy savings 
achieved by these innovations are not 
fully realized by the market. The pas-
sage of this amendment will for the 
first time provide a mechanism to ac-
count for those saving and unlock de-
mand for new energy efficient products 
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